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Police Cases in Sweden (1982 – 2021): 230

Interviews: 40

Police

Social Services

Special representatives for children

Procecutors

Barnahus



Australia 1

Denmark  2

Finland  1

France  30-ish   (most in the 1980:ies)

Irland  1

Italy  2?

Netherlands 1

Schweiz 2

Spain  6?

UK  4 (1 conviction)

Sweden  4 (3 convictions)

US 1 (case dropped, unconstitutional)

Canada 0

Norway 0

Germany 0

Etc.

Not all have lead to convictions

Cases in western countries

How can we 

understand the low 

number of cases?









21 juni 2014

Reuters

20 juni 2014



”- Exposing women and young girls to genital mutilation is terrible 

and fighting it is an important part of the work against men's violence 

against women. Deterrence and preventive work must cover all forms 

of violence and abuse, and reach all groups in society.” 

Åsa Regnér, Minister for Children and Gender Equality, November 

23, 2017

”- It is purely horrifying and almost impossible to understand that 

anyone can expose women and girls in Sweden to genital mutilation. 

It is a tremendous violation and we must do our utmost to ensure that 

the victim receives the help and support they need.” 

Annika Strandhäll, Minister of Social Affairs, November 23 2017



EUROPE
Fewer than 25 FGM criminal 

court cases since 1990

”FGM is going on i Europe

but in the form of underground activities”

”High number of unreported cases” 

Repressive and harsh measures

from authorities

Johnsdotter & Mestre i Mestre (2015)

Female Genital Mutilation in Europe: 

An Analysis of Court Cases

(Report for the European Commission)

POSSIBLE SCENARIO 1 POSSIBLE SCENARIO 2

E.g., Behrendt 2011, Cohen et al. 2018, 

Creighton et al. 2019, Gele et al. 2012a, 

2012b, Johnsdotter 2002, Johnsdotter et al. 

2009, Larsson et al. 2018, Vogt et al. 2017, 

Wahlberg et al. 2017a, 2017b.

”Large-scale cultural change is happening”

”General abandonment of FGC practices”



Injustices related to the distribution of knowledge, credibility, and the ability to 

participate in knowledge-related activities within a society. 

Testimonial injustice: a person’s testimony is not given the credibility it 

deserves due to their social identity or perceived lack of credibility. An unjust 

deficit of credibility, and it occurs in any situation where the acceptance of a 

speech act depends on its receiving sufficient credibility. 

Hermeneutical injustice: experiences or social group’s particular mode of 

understanding the world is not recognized or acknowledged by society, leading 

to the inability to communicate their experiences effectively. A precondition is 

hermeneutical marginalization. 

Epistemic Injustice

Miranda Fricker



Some of our observations 

and conclusions…



Intimate partner violence

Human trafficking

Honour-based violence 

Sexual harrasment

FGM

Etc.

Framing.

WHO: Gender based violence





 Act (1982:316) prohibition of female genital mutilation.

 Previous law already provided protection for girls and 
women from physical invasions.

 New: protecting the ”migrant women” against consentual 
invasions. (Prop. 1981/82:172) 

 Important to communicate a standpoint.

Legitimacy?

As legality?

As social recognition?



Mölndal 2006 Sunna (type 2) performed in Somalia 

2001, when girl 11 years.

Mother three years in prison. Including assault and violation of 

integrity

Göteborg 2006 Sunna (type 2) performed in Somalia, 

unknown when, girl 16 at the time of 

presecution.

Father two years in prison. Custody dispute.

Karlskrona 2018 Father expresses wish to circumcise 

daughters in Nigeria in the future. 

Father six months in prison. Context: deportation order.

Skaraborg 2022 Girls inform school nurse about previous 

FGM/C. Type unclear.  

Parents acquitted in Court of 

Appeal. 

Not possible to prove FGM post 

migration.

Göteborg 2023 Midwife stitch vaginal opening after 

child birth. 

Midwife acquitted Similar case, doctor, disregarded.

Five court cases



• Many reports do not concern suspected genital mutilation, but, for example:

- circumcision of boys. 

- clinics that perform intimate genital surgery. 

- concerns about future procedures. 

• Preliminary investigations are closed; it is not possible to prove that interventions 

took place after migration to Sweden. 

• Many cases concern rumors, impossible to investigate further. 

Police Cases in Sweden



• Changing dipers at pre-school

• Report to Social Services

• Social services reports to police

• Special representative appointed

• Genital examination

• Genital found normal

Stockholm 1988

Karlstad 2010

Linköping 2010

Borlänge 2011

Hällefors 2012 

Järfälla 2012

Ulricehamn 2013

Hörby 2015

Västerås 2015

Göteborg 2015

Nora 2015

Djursholm 2016

Ydre 2016

Huddinge 2016

Uddevalla, 2 fall

Sala 2017, 2 fall

Skara 2017

Jönköping 2017

V Frölunda 2018

Vårgårda 2018

Uddevalla 2018

Växjö 2019, 2 fall

Västerås 2019

The Typical Case



61 cases included genital examination  (64 girls)
(+23 probable)

In 43 (61), there were no signs of FGM

In 18 of these cases, examination showed FGM. 
In most of these, it was concluded that FGM had taken place 
prior to migration. 

Forced Genital Examinations



No compulsory genital 

examination has resulted in a 

case that could be 

procecuted. 



ANMÄLARE

SOCIALTJÄNSTEN

POLISEN

VÅRDEN

SAMRÅD

Ärendets gång och insatser

Genitalier inom
normalvariation

UTFALL

Arkivnummer
Stad, år
Barnets ålder

ÅKLAGARE

SF

PP: proportionalitetsprincipen

BARNAHUS

Förskola
Blöjbyte
8 april

18 apr

Kollar med BVC om genitala avvikelser är
noterade hos BVC innan de polisanmäler

• 8 april: skyddsbedömning
• 14 april: samtal m anmälare
• 15 april: ett par samtal med 
förskolan om anatomi
• 17 april: samtal m BVC

Barnahus har bett (före 15 apr) soc 
ta reda på anatomisk beskrivning

• 18 april: kontaktar XX [specialist]
• 13 maj: förhör m förskolelärare 1
• 13 maj: förhör m förskolelärare 2
• 24 maj: förhör m förskolelärare 3
• 28 maj: vårdnadshavare får info 
om anmälan, us och SF

RÄTTSINTYG

• 28 maj: Gen us utförs vid blöjbyte
av spec obst/gyn – utförs på förskolan!

• 23 april: åkl utses

* PP

särskild företrädare



No documented cases of 

FGM performed in Sweden.



ANMÄLARE

SOCIALTJÄNSTEN

POLISEN

FU stängs. 

Saknas anledning att

anta att brott begåtts

UTFALL

134

Stad X, 2018
ÅKLAGARE

• 27 juli FU inleds

• 26 juli Anmälan upprättas

• 30 juli Misstänkts mobil beslagtas

• 7 aug Samtal med soc som återtagit LVU

• 14 nov Förhör m soc sekr

• 17 jan 2019 Samtal m skolsyster

• 13 feb Tolk går igenom material på mobil

• 22 feb Journaler begärs ut (svar 6 mars)

Gränspolisen

London Stansted

• 27 juli Flickan placeras i jourhem, SoL

• 30 juli Beslut enl LVU 

Umgängesbegränsning & hemlig ort

• 6 aug Omh enl LVU upphävs

27 juli

VÅRDENBARNAHUS

• 21 mars 2019 FU läggs ned

SOC UTR

SOC UTR



A burgeoning
critical 
discussion

Creighton et al. 2019

The Guardian 2017

BBC News 2017







A person who is wronged specifically in their capacity 
as a knower, is wronged in a capacity essential to 

human value. (Fricker 2007).



New concept for cultural change?

Listen, without prejudice, to the experiences of the girls.

Building Trust

Challenge Epistemic Injustice



• Wendel, L. & Johnsdotter, S., Female Genital Mutilation in Sweden – Myth and Reality. 
(manuscript)

• Wendel, L. & Johnsdotter, S., Special representatives for children – assignments and 
dilemmas considering the ban on female genital mutilation. (manuscript). 

• Johnsdotter, S. & Wendel, L. Prosecutions for Female Genital Mutilation in Swedish Courts: 
The Tip of an Iceberg? (in review)

• Johnsdotter, S.; Essén, B.; Wendel, L.; Grönvall, K. Genital examinations in cases of 
suspected ‘female genital mutilation’ in Sweden 1982-2022: lawful decisions resulting in ethnic 
discrimination. (in review)

• Mestre i Mestre, R.; Wendel, L.; Johnsdotter, S. (2023) Cultural Expertise and Female Genital 
Mutilation/Cutting. I: Cultural Expertise, Law, and Rights: A Comprehensive Guide / [ed] 
Holden, Livia, Routledge, 2023, 1, s. 73-85.

• Johnsdotter, S. & Wendel, L. (2023) Cultural change demands for proportionate respons in 
handling suspected FGM/C cases. International Journal of Impotence Research 35(3) 216-
217.



Thank you for your attention!
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