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SERIOUS DRUG CRIME (SDC) - WHAT IS THAT?

5 ...Importers, growers, manufacturers, or wholesalers who
market large quantities of illicit drugs to other dealers.
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WHY STUDY WOMEN'’S INVOLVEMENT IN SDC?

* Are women involved in serious drug crime?

 What do we already know about the role of gender in drug
markets?

 What do we already know about variation in offender
characteristics across drug market levels?

 How can current knowledge about drug market actors be
expanded?
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ARE WOMEN INVOLVED IN SDC?

Figure 1 Share of women and men in people brought into formal contact with the criminal
justice system on suspicion of drug trafficking offences (any drug), by region and at global
mMen mWomen

level, 2019
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United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (2022). Cocaine insights 3: Wormen in the cocaine supply, p. 7.
https://www.unodc.org/documents/data-and-analysis/cocaine/Cocaine_Insights3 2022.pdf

AARHUS AND BEHAVIOURAL SCIENCES THE STOCKHOLM CRIMINOLOGY SYMPOSIUM FREJA ILSING MAGNUSSEN
BSS AARHUS UNIVERSITY 10 JUNE 2025 PHD STUDENT

| |
A Saacss P

SSOCIATION /.7\..\'
AMBA *EQuUIS

ACCREDITED ACCREDITED


https://www.unodc.org/documents/data-and-analysis/cocaine/Cocaine_Insights3_2022.pdf

WHAT DO WE KNOW ABOUT THE ROLE OF
GENDER IN DRUG MARKETS?

« (Gender structures in drug markets often constrain and disadvantage
women

* Yet, women still enter the drug economy, and they often do so in
gendered ways

* The feminization of poverty
* Male drug traffickers’ exploitation of women in their social network

« Women'’s romantic or familial relationships with men who are involved
INn drug crime
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WHAT DO WE KNOW ABOUT VARIATION
ACROSS DRUG MARKET LEVELS?

Studies have generally highlighted differences between individuals who
operate at the lowest level of drug markets and individuals involved in SDC

Although disagreement exists...

 Individuals who commit SDC are often portrayed as rational, “business
criminals” who are motivated by profit

* Low-level drug crime is often described as the product of socio-economic
marginalization , dependent drug use
, or as an extension of (recreational) drug use
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HOW CAN CURRENT KNOWLEDGE ABOUT DRUG
MARKET ACTORS BE EXPANDED?

...by focusing specifically on women’sinvolvement in serious drug crime
* Prior research has almost entirely focused on...
 Men
« Women’s involvement in less serious drug crimes
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THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK

What can life-course criminology offer to the study of women’s
iInvolvement in SDC?



SDC FROM A LIFE-COURSE PERSPECTIVE

IKey concepts: Criminal career, trajectories, and turning points
* Inspired by a series of Dutch studies on criminal trajectories in organized crime

* Find a significant proportion of adult-onset offenders

« Highlight the need for theoretical developments beyond the ‘ordinary’ street
offender

What can life-course criminology offer?

« Attentiveness to the importance of timing

* Heterogeneity within offender populations

« Study criminal behavior across the entire life course
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DATA AND METHOD



POPULATIONS AND METHOD

Populations delivered by the Danish police

Individuals charged with a low-level
drug offense, 2003-2020
(n=143,816)

Individuals tried for SDC, 2001-2020
(n=13,738)

excluding individuals without a valid
personal identification number

Danish crime registers (1980-2022)

excluding individuals who were never found
quilty of a drug crime of interest

Study populations

Women convicted Women convicted of a low- Men convicted of
of SDC between level drug offense between SDC between 1980
1980 and 2022 1980 and 2020, but no SDC and 2022
(n=1,102) (n=12,603) (n=12,170)
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PRELIMINARY RESULTS



PRELIMINARY RESULTS: CRIMINAL TRAJECTORIES
OF WOMEN CONVICTED OF SDC

Figure 3 Criminal trajectories among women convicted of SDC (n=1,102)

No. of offenses that led to a conviction

15 20 25 30 35 40 45 50 55 60 65 70 75 80
Age at the time of crime
we Mid adulthood, low frequency 18.1% wes Sporadic 51.4%
wews Mid adulthood, moderate frequency 8.8% Early adulthood, low frequency 16.0%

Early adulthood, moderate frequency 5.7%
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PRELIMINARY RESULTS: DOES THE DEGREE OF SERIOUSNESS
MATTER?

Figure 3 Criminal trajectories among women convicted of Figure 4 Criminal trajectories among women convicted of
SDC (n=1,102) a low-level drug crime (n=12,603)

15 20 25 30 35 40 45 50 55 60 65 70 75 80 15 20 25 30 35 40 45 50 55 60 65 70 75 80

No. of offenses that led to a conviction
N
1

Age at the time of crime Age at the time of crime
Mid adulthood, low frequency  18.1% Sporadic 51.4% wes Mid adulthood, moderate frequency 2.8% === Sporadic 68.0%
wws Mid adulthood, moderate frequency 8.8% Early adulthood, low frequency 16.0% ====Mid adulthood, low frequency 13.4% Early adulthood, moderate frequency 3.6%
w=Teenage, low frequency 11.1% = Chronic, high frequency 1.1%

Early adulthood, moderate frequency 5.7%
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PRELIMINARY RESULTS: DOES GENDER MATTER?

Figure 3 Criminal trajectories among women convicted of Figure 5 Criminal trajectories among men convicted of
SDC (n=1,102) SDC (n=12,170)
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No. of offenses that led to a conviction
N
1

Age at the time of crime Age at the time of crime
s Mid adulthood, low frequency 18.1% s SpOTFadic 51.4% === Mid adulthood, low frequency 19.2% we Sporadic 36.2%
wes Mid adulthood, moderate frequency 8.8% Early adulthood, low frequency 16.0% Early adulthood, low frequency 21.8% s Mid adulthood, moderate frequency 6.1%

Early adulthood, moderate frequency 5.7% Early adulthood, moderate frequency 13.1% ====Early adulthood, high frequency 3.6%
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CONCLUDING REMARKS



CONCLUDING REMARKS

Limitations of results

* No control for potential cohort and period effects
« No control for periods off-risk (including incarceration spells, and

immigration and migration)

Implications for further work

* A lot of variation within populations

* Overlap between populations

* Importance of focusing on adulthood

\ ’|7/ CENTRE FOR ALCOHOL AND DRUG RESEARCH
R DEPARTMENT OF PSYCHOLOGY

AS A
AARHUS AND BEHAVIOURAL SCIENCES THE STOCKHOLM CRIMINOLOGY SYMPOSIUM FREJA ILSING MAGNUSSEN
BSS AARHUS UNIVERSITY 10 JUNE 2025 PHD STUDENT

cccccccccc

SSOCIATION /.7\..\'
AVBA ®EQuIS

nnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn



CENTRE FOR ALCOHOL AND DRUG RESEARCH
DEPARTMENT OF PSYCHOLOGY

AND BEHAVIOURAL SCIENCES

AARHUS UNIVERSITY



APPENDIX I: LITERATURE

Adler, P. (1985). Wheeling and dealing: An ethnography of an upper-level drug dealing and smuggling community. Columbia University Press

Bailey, C. (2013). Exploring female motivations for drug smuggling on the island of Barbados. Feminist Criminology, 8(2), 117-141.
https://doi.org/10.1177/1557085112474837

Bourgois, P. (2003). /n search of respect: Selling crack in EI Barrio. Cambridge University Press

Campbell, H. (2008). Female drug smugglers on the U.S.-Mexico border: Gender, crime, and empowerment. Anthropological Quarterly, 81(1), 233-267.
https://doi.org/10.1353/ang.2008.0004

del OImo, R. (1990). The economic crisis and the criminalization of Latin American women. Social Justice, 14(2 (40)), 40-53. http://www.jstor.org/stable/297 66540
Desroches, F. (2007). Research on upper level drug trafficking: A review. Journal of Drug Issues, 37(4), 827-844. https://doi.org/10.1177/002204260703700405

Dunlap, E., Johnson, B. D., Kotarba, J. A, & Fackler, J. L. (2010). Macro-level social forces and micro-level consequences: Poverty, alternate occupations, and drug dealing.
Journal of Ethnicity in Substance Abuse, 9(2), 115-127. https://doi.org/10.1080/15332641003772611

Fleetwood, J. (2014). Drug mules: Women in the international cocaine trade. Palgrave Macmillan

Gillespie, L. J., Jones, S., & Kelly, C. (2024). Queenpins: An exploratory study of female participation in high-level drug distribution networks. 7rends in Organized Crime.
https://doi.org/10.1007/s12117-024-09546-0

Grundetjern, H., & Sandberg, S. (2012). Dealing with a gendered economy: Female drug dealers and street capital. European Journal of Criminology, 9A6), 621-635.
https://doi.org/10.1177/1477370812453103

Pearson, G. (2007). Drug markets and dealing: From ‘street dealer’ to ‘Mr Big'. In M. Simpson, T. Shildrick & R. MacDonald, Drugs in Britain: Supply, consumption and control (pp.
76-92). Palgrave Macmillan

Segaard, T. F., & Breemer, M. H. (2023). Law-abiding criminals: Young adults’ drift jnto and out ofrecreational drug sales. Nordic Journal of Criminology, 24(1), 1-17.
https://doi.org/10.18261/njc.24.1.2

Taylor, M., & Potter, G. R. (2013). From “social supply” to “real dealing": Drift, friendship, and trust in drug-dealing careers. Journal of Drug Issues, 43(4), 392-406.
https://doi.org/10.1177/002204261247 4974

United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (2022). Cocaine insights 3: Women in the cocaine supply. https.//www.unodc.org/documents/data-and-
analysis/cocaine/Cocaine _Insights3 2022.pdf

VB AND BEHAVIOURAL SCIENCES THE STOCKHOLM CRIMINOLOGY SYMPOSIUM FREJA ILSING MAGNUSSEN - i ,\
Ty AARHUS UNIVERSITY 10 JUNE 2025 PHD STUDENT = Y AACSB AMBA & EQUIS

ACCREDITED ACCREDITED


https://doi.org/10.1177/1557085112474837
https://doi.org/10.1353/anq.2008.0004
http://www.jstor.org/stable/29766540
https://doi.org/10.1177/002204260703700405
https://doi.org/10.1080/15332641003772611
https://doi.org/10.1007/s12117-024-09546-0
https://doi.org/10.1177/1477370812453103
https://doi.org/10.18261/njc.24.1.2
https://doi.org/10.1177/0022042612474974
https://www.unodc.org/documents/data-and-analysis/cocaine/Cocaine_Insights3_2022.pdf
https://www.unodc.org/documents/data-and-analysis/cocaine/Cocaine_Insights3_2022.pdf

APPENDIX II: DUTCH STUDIES

Kleemans, E., & van Koppen, V. (2020). Organized crime and criminal careers. Crime and Justice, 49(1), 385-423.

Kleemans, E. R., & de Poot, C. J. (2008). Criminal careers in organized crime and social opportunity structure.
European Journal of Criminology, 5(1), 69-98. https.//doi.org/10.1177/1477370807084225

van Koppen, M. V. (2013). Involvement mechanisms for organized crime. Crime, Law and Social Change, 591), 1-
20. https://doi.org/10.1007/5s10611-012-9396-8

van Koppen, M. V., & de Poot, C. J. (2013). The truck driver who bought a café: Offenders on their involvement
mechanisms for organized crime. European Journal of Criminology, 1A(1), 74-88.
https://doi.org/10.11/7/1477370812456346

van Koppen, M. V., de Poot, C. J.,, & Blokland, A. A. J. (2010). Comparing criminal careers of organized crime
offenders and general offenders. European Journal of Criminology, /5), 356-374.
https://doi.org/10.1177/1477370810373730

van Koppen, M. V., de Poot, C. J.,, Kleemans, E. R., & Nieuwbeerta, P. (2010). Criminal trajectories in organized
crime. The British Journal of Criminology, 5A1), 102-123. https.//doi.org/10.1093/bjc/azp067

van Koppen, V., van der Geest, V., Kleemans, E., & Kruisbergen, E. (2022). Employment and crime: A longitudinal
follow-up of organized crime offenders. European Journal of Criminology, 195), 1097-1121.
https://doi.org/10.1177/1477370820941287

2 2 IW/ CENTRE FOR ALCOHOL AND DRUG RESEARCH
RPRTS DEPARTMENT OF PSYCHOLOGY

VB AND BEHAVIOURAL SCIENCES THE STOCKHOLM CRIMINOLOGY SYMPOSIUM FREJA ILSING MAGNUSSEN scocuion
Yy AARHUS UNIVERSITY 10 JUNE 2025 PHD STUDENT = = AACSB @AMBAS

EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE

nnnnnnnnnn


https://doi.org/10.1177/1477370807084225
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10611-012-9396-8
https://doi.org/10.1177/1477370812456346
https://doi.org/10.1177/1477370810373730
https://doi.org/10.1093/bjc/azp067
https://doi.org/10.1177/1477370820941287

	Slide 1: Mapping the life-course trajectories of women convicted of serious drug crime An ongoing PhD project funded by the Ulla V. Bondeson fund and Aarhus BSS
	Slide 2: Serious drug crime (sdc) – what is that?
	Slide 3: Why study women’s involvement in SDC? 
	Slide 4: Are women involved in sdc?
	Slide 5: What do we know about the role of gender in drug markets?
	Slide 6: What do we know about variation across drug market levels?
	Slide 7: How can current knowledge about drug market actors be expanded?
	Slide 8
	Slide 9: SDC from a life-course perspective
	Slide 10
	Slide 11: Populations and method
	Slide 12
	Slide 13: Preliminary results: Criminal trajectories of women convicted of SDC
	Slide 14: Preliminary results: Does the degree of seriousness matter?
	Slide 15: Preliminary results: Does gender matter?
	Slide 16
	Slide 17: Concluding remarks
	Slide 18
	Slide 19: Appendix I: Literature
	Slide 20: Appendix II: Dutch studies

